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PARIS OF THE WORLD AND A fcUPERB SPE- 
CIAL State Service. 

THE AGE-HERALD READING ROOM, 

The Age-Herald has fitted up a neat 
rending r«om adjoining its business 
office, where daily papers from all east- 

ern, southern, western and northern 
points will be kept on (lie for (he benefit 
and information of the public. Papers 
from the followihg cities can always be 
found there: Boston, New York, Phila- 
delphia, Baltimore, Richmond, Charles- 
ton, Savannah, Augusta, Atlanta, Cin- 
cinnati, Louisville, St. Louis, Nashville, 
Chattanooga, Montgomery, Mobile, New 
Orleans, Galveston, Houston, Dallas and 
many other cities not named. 

Citizens of either of the cities above 
named or any party desiring to read are 
welcome to call at any and all times, 
night or day, as the reading room will 
always be open. 

OUB STATE MILITARY. 
Recent discussions of the. Alabama 

State military brings to mind the fact 
that at every session of the Legislature 
efforts are mads to withhold appropria- 
tions and thus practically destroy tills 
branch of our State government, and it 
Is well to consider fi-om time to time 
whether or not there Is just cause for 
opposition to militia organization. 

The militia forces of the several States 
were never thoroughly organized until 
after the war. True, there were social 
organizations of dazzling military men, 
whose gorgeous plutnuge and brass but- 
tons attracted the eyes of the ladies. 
There was much vanity displayed, but it 
was afterwards proven that this vanity 
was not inconsistent with soldierly qual- 
ities, for some of the best officers en- 

listed for the war.were from the ranks 
of these so-called gentlemen soldiers. 
After the four years of war many vet- 
erans. with a love for military life still 
lingering, joined the militia and used 
their experience in discipline the post- 
bellum soldiers. Then home commands 
soon became as obedient to command as 

the regular army. 
The service now is not merely of a hol- 

iday nature. The boys are frequently 
called for active duty, spend at least 
one week of each year in camp, and all 
through the year are obliged to attend 

regular drills. The discipline Is good 
and the troops perform the most trying 
duties imposed upon soldiers—that of 

facing mobs or angry crowds of lawless 
men, and they know how to do it with 

good judgment and patience. 
Since the war the value of th» militia 

has been recognized by the War Depart- 
ment as never before, and there is now 

the closest relation existing between that 

department and the militia organizations 
of the several States. Inspection offi- 
cers keep the department well informed 
as to the condition of the State organiza- 
tions. and. to a groat extent, uniformity 
in dress, accoutrements, arms, drill and 
tactics has been secured, so that the Na- 
tional Guard, if brought together as a 

support to the regular army, would real- 

ly form a homogeneous body. This was 

not the case when the war broke out. 

Then, though the militia was of service 
in furnishing officers to guide the raw re- 

cruits, months were required to drill the 
enlisted men and form them into an ef- 

fective army. Today there are 114,146 
members of the Nationnl Guard in the 
several States of the Union, and they 
would form the nucleus of a volunteer 
army of half a million men that could 
be made an efficient force In the field in 
a few weeks. This quality alone makes 
the National Guard of great value to 
the country in the absence of a large 
standing army, but It Is besides of value 
as an adjunct to the civil administration 
Pf the several State governments in time 
of peace. Last year the National 
Guard was called out for active 
duty In fifteen States—Alabama, 
Arkansas, California, Florida, Geor- 
gia, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Mary- 
land, Montana, Nebraska, North Caro- 
lina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Washington 
and Utah—and during this year the 
State troops have been called to guard 
property in New York and West Vir- 
ginia. It will thus be seen that the Na- 
tional Guard more than earns the aid 
It receives, for, as a matter of fact, the 
men are obliged to spend considerable 
sums out of their own pockets to main- 
tain their organizations. They fully de- 
serve the respect and sympathetic sup- 
port of all good citizens, for they, in 
truth, act as a guard for life and prop- 
erty maintained at relatively small cost. 

In fi recent bulletin or report issued by 
the War Department on the subject of 

the National Guard, a suggestion Is made 
that the troops should be given advanced 
field 'training, which Is unquestionably 
essential to their training as efficient 
soldiers for active duty. In some Stales 
the troops get such training, not only in 
their annual camps, but also by frequent 
active service, but there is room and 
opportunity for more of It, and also for 
more target practice. The cificlency of 
a soldier is greatly multiplied through 
the development of skill as a marksman, 
and target practice should be required 
of all the men. The tendency now is to 

coach a few good shots for prize contests 
and to neglect the training of the others, 
which is a mistake. A company that 
could make every shot tell would bo a 

match in the field fob two or three times 
its number of unskilled men, and every 

company can be made fairly efficient 
by constant target practice. The present 
condition of the National Guard, espec- 

ially in the principle States of the Union, 
is excellent,-and the suggestion by tho 
War Department of lines of development 
and improvement ts made only for the 
benefit of those who have neglected field 
training and practice at the rifle butts. 
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THE WEST AND THE SOUTH. 
A telegraphic dispatch from Fort 

Wayne, Ind., paints this deplorable pic- 
ture- "July 8 was the dryest and most 

patching day in the history of Indiana. 
A withering, heat-laden wind has blown 
from the Southwest all day, and all that 
was green shriveled from contact with 
it. Fort Wayne and vicinity has been 
least favored by rains of any section 
in this drouth-blighted State. Hay is 
an absolute failure, all kinds of vegeta- 
bles are nearly so, and not one-tenth 
of the acreage of corn is under cultiva- 
tion for the reason that the ground was 

loo dry to allow the seed to sprout and 
grow. With the last two or three weeks 
fires have spread in the dried gi-H«s 
southwest and west of the city, and 
Ihreatened the towns." 

The condition In Indiana is certainly 
In strong contrast to dial In Alabama. 
Rains have fallen so bountifully this 
summer that the hay and corn crops 
promise abundance, although cotton has 
been retarded by the rapid growth of 
grass. Instead of the winds being licit- 
laden they are cool and pleasant. The 
thermometer is now at 80 degrees. The 
Southern farmers now diversify their 

crops, so that if the season is unfavor- 
able to ora- crop it will be favorable to 

another. This diversity of crops in pos- 
sible in the South, because of its genial 
climate and its varieties of soil. The 
farmer s of the Northwest are forced to 
tho single crop system by the order of 
nature. It is true, the Southern fanner 
once clung to tho single crop system, 
not because he was forced to do so, but 
because cotton was more profitable. The 
Northwestern farmers are learning of the 
advantages of the South, and setting 
their faces in this direction. 

INTERNATIONAL. 
It was a happy remark of Emperor Wil- 

liam when he said that the ocean now 

connected tho different nations Instead 
of dividing them. In olden times the 
ocean was looked on as an obstacle, but 
now it Is more of a connecting link than 
land. The trip from New York to London 
can be made quicker, cheaper and more 

comfortably than from New York to San 
.Francisco. The improvements in ocean 

navigation are drawing the two conti- 
nents closer together. Every step of 
science serves to cement the bond of 
union that unites all mankind In common 

brotherhood. 
There was a time not very far hack 

when a man traveling from one State to 

another in this country had to provide 
himself with the money of the State to 

which he was going. And if was going 
abroad he had to use the money of the 
different countries which he visited. 
Now he can apply to a New York bank 
and get letters of credit available In any 
part of the world. He can now send a 

letter through the postal union to any 

part of the world. He can send a tele- 

gram to1 any country where the telegraph 
penetrates, and he can prepay the tele- 

graph toll. This achievement has been 

accomplished by the International Tele- 

graphic Union. In 1865 thts union was 

founded in Paris. At that time the tel- 

egraphs of each country were isolated. 

This served the interest of each country 

very well, but was of little use to other 

countries. A message In those days from 

one country to another was subject to ait 
infinite number of annoyances and de- 

lays, and Us cost was exorbitant. 

The union now- embraces forty dif- 

ferent nations. The union alms at 

securing unity of rates each way be- 

tween two points, dictates a monetary 

standard for international tariffs, and 

makes all regulations which will Insure 

quick transmission and delivery. By 
virtue of this unon a telegram can be 

sent around the telegraphic circuit of 

the world. Starting at San Francisco it 

will flash to New York, thence through 
England and Northern Europe, thence 

through Japan and China, through Aus- 

tralia, around the Cape of Good Hope, 
along the West African coast, across the 

South Atlantio to Pernambuco, and 
thence through South America and Mex- 

co to New York. The time required 
would be fifty-eight hours and the cost 

$18 per word. The union has arranged 
so that the cost of the telegram Is known 
in advance. Instead of a list of the 

charges by the various governments con- 

cerned, In the puzzling moneys they use, 

being given to the sender, he has the 

'total in a currency sufficiently well 
known the world over to be easily un- 

derstood. On the route mentioned seven 

kinds of money are used: Cents by the 
Americans and Mexicans, pence by the 
Englsh, krones by the Danes, copecks 
by the Russians, rupees by the Indian 

government, reis by the Brazilians, and 

pesos by the Argentines. To harmonize 
such discordant sums the union de- 
crees that the*franc shall be the mone- 

tary basis. Your telegram is figured 
on that basis. For example, at New 
York you will be told immediately on 

asking that It will cost you $1.75 per 
word to send a message to Java, $2.25 pet- 
word to Japan, 33 cents to Spain, etc. 

These examples of International agree- 
ment show how easily the nations can 

agree when they once so decide. No 
doubt there will be an international 
monetary agreement some day, and at 
no very distant period In the future. 

Several years ago the “blue glass” 
craze swept over the country. Some sci- 
entific man, wiser than his fellow men, 
professed to have made the remarkable 
discovery that blue glass would cure 

any disease. All the patient had to'do 

was to got under a skylight of blue glops 
and let -the rays ofl the sun pour down *n 
him and he would certainly be curqd. 
This wise man proved by learned logger 
that blue rays of light xbpre healing 6n 
their wings. Look up at the sky above 
you, and see its blue dome, he said. Th^ 
light from the sun comes through this | 
canopy of blue and gives life and health 
to man and beast, and shrub and tree. ! 
If the blue above us was red all living | 
things would perish as in a simoon in the 
desert. Thus he reassured learnedly, and 
It was almost impossible to answer his 
arguments. Many patients stripped 
themselves and got under a blue glass 
and professed to have been cured. But 
the craze soon died out and sick people 
returned to the old trioaand true rem- 
edies. The free silver cia^is very much 
like the blue glass craze. The free sllvo^ 
orators talk most learnedly and plausi- 
bly. They are as eloquent and profound as 

Dr Jenkins in the “Vicar cf Wakefield.” 
They bring forward Mexico as a patient 
that has been made whole by the silver 
cure. They point to the silvery stars of 
heaven and the silver stores in the earth, 
and call upon all nature to support their 
theory. Here and lhere they make a 

convert, but soon the silver craze will 
die out just as the blue glass craze has 
done, and people will be ashamed that 
they ever gave it a moment’s thought. 

HOPEFUL StONS. 
Chairman W. F. Harrity of the Demo- 

cratic national committee, is of the opin- 
ion that the industrial and commercial 
improvement of the country makes the 
outlook for the party at the next national 
election hopeful. He says: “To my 
mind nothing makes ho strong the party 
in power an the engagement of capital 
in profitable enterprises with the labor- 
ing ne*n continuously at work and well 
paid. It now looks as1 though this condi- 
tion of affairs will prevail, and if so 

there will be thousands of people who 
ha.vo been hostile to the Democratic 
party during the past year or two who 
will be perfectly content to let matters 
remain in statu quo. satisfied with the 
effects of Democratic legislation. The 
tiew tariff has not been In operation long 
enough for it to give the country that 
prosperity which it will give, and at the 
same time produce sufficient revenue to 
meet all of the expenses of the govern- 
in' nt. In another year the law will have 
proved its value.” 
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THEN AND NOW. 
The leaders In the movement for free 

coinage have counted upon making con- 
verts among the workingmen, but now 
that wages are increasing they can hope 
to do but little In that quarter. They will 
now tuj-n to the farmers with renewed 
zeal and try to convince them that the 
fall in the price of silver caused a corre- 
sponding fall in tlie price of farm 
products. But the facts are against 
the argument. The farmer has not been 
hurt by the fall in prices since 1873. The 
farmers really get more goods now in 
exchange for their wheat and corn than 
they did In 1873. In Virginia the books 
of the country merchants have been ex- 

amined by Mr. Klipstfin, covering the 
years from 1867 to 1895, and showing the 
exchangeable value of produce In goods. 

In 1867 the fanner could get for 50 
bushels of wheat 100 bushels of corn, 509 
pounds of pork and 100 cross-ties, a mon- 

ey price of $289.50; in 18'95 he would get 
but $138. There Is the free coinage ar- 

gument in a nutshell; the farmer robbed 
of half his crops by the gold monopoly. 
But look further and see what the farm- 
er could do with his money in 1867 and 
what he can do with it now. Mr. Klip- 
stein gives a le,ng list of prices of gro- 
ceries. dry goods, hardware, tools, etc., 
of daily necessity to the farmer, and 
shows that an average consumption of 
these articles would have cost, under 1867 
prices, $341.08. In 1895 the same things 
could be bought for $112.05. Thus the 
Virginia farmer's loss by falling prices 
is really a considerable gain. On the 
transaction referred to he would be $77 
to the good—that Is, to supply his need3 
in 1867 he would have to add $51.58 to his 
produce, while now he could purchase 
tlie same things with his produce and 
have $25.95 to his credit. 
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The Montgomery Journal continues to 
Insist that (he silver dollar was the 
Btandard of value from 1792 to 1873. The 
facts are that In 1834 Congress, seeing 
that gold was going out of the country, 
changed the ratio to 16 to 1. This change 
In the law underrated silver, and It wen$ 
abroad as a commodity. The currency 
then became based on the gold dollar, 
and has been ever since. The efforts of 
Congres3 to establish pure bimetallism 
had proved a failure because of- the fluc- 
tuation In price of the two metals. In 
1837 the circulation was only $13.86 per 
capita, while now it Is $24. In 1873, when 
the act so much criticised was passed, 
the country really had only paper for 
currency. Silver had gone clean out of 
circulation. The object of the act of 
1873 was to revise the law's relating to 
the mints. The different mints were 

working under conflicting laws, and the 
object was to reduce the matter to a sys- 
tem. The act was passed after the full- 
est discussion. 

The recent advance In wages lias been 
something marvelous In the history of the 
country. In a large majority of instances 
the advance has been made voluntarily 
by employers. This advance has added 
to the wages of 1,000,000 workingmen. 
This return of prosperity will be very 
naturally attributed by them to the Dem- 
ocralc party, and when the next- election 
comes they will avail themselves of the 
opportunity to keep In power the party 
that has brought them prosperity. 

Mrs. Mary Ellen^Lease is very much 
opposed to the Populists fusing with the 
Democrats. She says; "Let the Popu- 
lists fuse with the Democrats, tend I will 
open the campaign against them with 
the same vigor that I showed when I led 
them on to victory. The Democrats are 
rascals and thieves. They are hunting 
for office, but I will not stand silently by 
and permit the Populists to be deluded 
by their false promises.” 

“Sixteen to one Is a matter of ratio, 
not principle,” says a free coinage man. 

But it is a matter of principle. When the 
ratio of 16 to 1 results In the coining of 
debased dollars it becomes a matter of 
principle. An honest dollar Is certainly 
a question of principle and a matter of 
morals. 
_ 

Appointments. 
Washington. July 10.—The president 

at Gray Gables has made the following 
appointments: Register of land office— 
William H. Anderson of Kentucky at 
Enid, Okla., In place of Robert W. Pat- 
terson, who was recently killed In a 
street duet 

GADSDEN. 
A Meaty Letter From the Pride of Etowah. 

Personal and General. 
Gadsden. .Inly 9.—(Special Corre- 

spondence.)—The Attalla Herald has 
again changed hands, but this is said to 
be the last and (insI change. Last week 
S. \V. Johnston purchased the paper and 
ran it one week, and now William H. 
Cather, formerly with the Ashville Aegis, 
purchased it and promised a good paper. 
Newspapers in Attalla have always 
proved a failure, but all wi.'ii the Herald 
success. 

At n recent meeting of the city council 
of Attalla u committee was appointed 
to extend the corporate limits of the 
town. 

Fifty bales of cotton were sold yester- 
day by T. C. Galloway to \V. E. Pente- 
cost. This winds up the cotton business 
hero for the past season. 

The artesian well at the cotton factory 
has reached a depth of 400 feet, but has 
not yet reached a sufficient d<. nth to get 
the wat"! required. 

A large force of men are now at work 
on ttie various buildings for the Jones 
College for Vrung Ladies, and the work 
is being rapidly pushed forward to com- 
pletion, and the school will be ready to 
open September 4. 

John Crow of Canterbury fell and broke 
his arm several days ago and it may yet; 
have to be amputated. 

Walter Jones of Proctor has a contract 
to furnish 5000 rats for a firm up north, 
and has already killed over 1500. 

An extra session of St. Clair county cir- 
cuit court convened last Monday at Ash- 
ville. Circuit court at Center, Cherokee 
county, is also in session. 

Messrs. John Hamby, General Mason 
and Engineer Toolman are developing 
the lime rock quarry near Ashville. They 
are now constructing five miles of road 
from the quarry to connect with the Ala- 
bama Great Southern road. 

The dining room and kitchen of J. It. 
Aldeman of Ashville were destroyed by 
fire Saturday. 

An excursion of colored people werrt to 
Atlanta Monday, returning Tuesday. A 
large party of white people also went. 

John Echols and Miss Florence Thorn- 
ton of Attalla were quietly married at the 
residence of the Methodist preacher last 
Saturday night. Both are among the 
best young people of Attalla, and are 
highly connected. 

The theatrical season will be opened 
here oni the 2d. 3d and 4th of September 
by the Andrews Opera company, one of 
the best on the road. 

Prof, Otto K. Krliart of Selma will ar- 
rive here this week to organize and drill 
the amateur musicians for a cantanta to 
be given for the benefit of the Commer- 
cial club. 

Prof. P. L. McCall of Hokes Bluff, who 
has recently established a high school 
at Pilgrim’s Rest, was stricken with 
paralysis near Walnut Grove yesterday 
and is in a precarious condition. 

One of tiie negroes employed at the cot- 
ton factory fell from the third story of 
the main building Tuesday afternoon, a 

distance of fully 90 feet, and sustained 
painful, though not serious, injuries. He 
was badly bruised, but, strange to say, 
no bones were broken. 

Mrs. J. M. Elliott, Jr., of this city has 
been appointed chairman of the commit- 
tee of Etowah county by the Alabama 
Industrial association for the collection 
of revolutionary relies from this county 
for the Atlanta exposition. The selec- 
tion is a good one. Mrs. Elliott has al- 
ready found several relics over 100 years 
old. 

The Fort Payne Basket factory has 
purchased the plant of the Wyeth City 
Woodonware company at Wyeth City 
and will operate it at the latter place. 

John I). Dunlap, after a three months' 
visit to his parents here, left this week 
for New Orleans, from where he will sail 
for his home at Costa Rica, Central 
A merica. 

Mrs. Charles S. Ward has returned 
from a visit to her parents in Chatta- 
nooga. 

Miss Lela Fletcher has returned home 
from a visit to Birmingham. She was ac- 
companied by Miss Maude Flethcer 

Mrs. Samuel Vaughan of Ashville is 
visiting Mrs. J. H. Lovejoy in this city. 

Mrs. R. L. Adams and Miss Mary Mac 
Forman are visiting their father in Au- 
burn. 

Rufus Smycr of Birmingham was in 
town this week. 

Miss Laura Christian has returned 
home from a visit to Greensboro, accom- 
panied by Miss Sadie Christian. 

Mrs. P. T. Hatcher and Miss Verra Oli- 
ver of Dadeville are visiting relatives 
here. 

W. H. Oliver and wife of Dadeville are 
the guests of J. H. Lovejoy and wife. 

W. C. Cook and wife of Huntsville have 
moved to Gadsden, their future home. 

Amos Jones, son of Dr. A. B. Jones, a 

lawyer of Huntsville, visited his parents 
here this week. 

Judge N. D. Denson and family have 
returned to their home at LaFayette. 

Mrs. Myles J. Green of Montgomery 
ami Mrs. J. H. Phillips of Bessemer are 

visiting their sister, Mrs. John Slrowd, in 
this city. 

Forney Hughes and bride have re- 

turned from tlieir bridal tour. 
Miss Annie Lou Martin has returned to 

her home in Montgomery, also Miss Carry 
Hoges of Louisville. Ky., both being of 
the house party of Mrs. R. B. Kyle. 

Miss Mary Augusta Strupper of Co- 
lumbus, Ga is the guest of Miss Virginia 
Foster. 
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DEMOPOLTS. 

Summer Term of Court—Dick Clarke Makes 
Another RnltUng Speech. 

Demopolts, July 9.—(Special Corre- 
spondence.)—The summer term of our 
circuit court opened in Linden last Mon- 

day, with Judge Roulhac of Sheffield pre- 
siding in the place of Judge Anderson, 
who had been Interested In some of the 
cases. All of the first day was occupied 
In summoning the jurors, and all of to- 

day has been taken up with the White- 
McCarty case. The dockets are full and 
it will take hard work to clear them in 
the three weeks which the court holds. 

After speaking in Linden yesterday 
Hon. R. H. Clarke was driven back to 
this plac£ and addressed a good-sized 
audience at the opera house last night. 
Mr. Clarke did not have to use much 
ammunition in this town, as 1t Is over- 

whelmingly with him, so he devoted a 

good portion of his talk to the growing 
prosperity of our little city. He spoke at 
length upon the benefits which we would 
reap from the barge trade that would 
soon be opened to us, stating that coal 
would be delivered here for about $1.35 
per ton. Just think of It! Ha spoke fur- 
ther of the general air of prosperity 
which surrounds Demopolis as It does 
no other place In this section of Ala- 
bama, and predicted our continued 
growth and prosperity until we shall be 
second to no other town in the state. 

He then went Into the money questoin, 
and brought out those same strong points 
by which he brings confusion into the 
free silver ranks whanever he thrusts 
them at them. The speech was, to use 
the expression of one of the audience, 
“excelleint, but Just what he expected 
to hear from a man of such ability.” 
"In fact,” said he, "I never have heard 
Dick Clarke speak but that he went 
right at his subject and knocked the 
spots out of it.” We hear a good deal 
of talk about free sliver, but old Marengo 
can safely be counted in the sound money 
column. 

Senator William Browder of Trarle- 
ville was In town today looking like a 

"3-year-old," despite the fact that he 
gave the gloomiest kind of account f 
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the prospects for a crop tills year. He 
says that ihe cotton has all gone to weed 
and that the grass has gotten everything 
else. 

Rev. .T. R. K. Spain of Uniontown was 
in town today working up the excur- 
sion to the Sam Jones lecture, which 
takes place in Uniontown on the 22d of 
this month at 3 o'clock p. m. Arrange- 
ments have been made with the railroads 
for half fare, and as we can leave here 
either by the morning's passenger or 

the morning's freight train and get back 
the same night there will no doubt be a 
good crowd to go over. 

The hands working on the trenches 
for the water works struck today for 
higher wages. They say that "this yere 
kind o’ work heap harder than picking 
cotton." and they want more money for 
doing i>. Mr. Hebert is not alarmed at 
the "strike,” and thinks there will be no 
trouble in supplying their places. 

ASHVTLLE. 

Special Tei’m of Circuit Court—Radios Give 
a Consort. 

Ashvllle, July 10.—(Special Correspond- 
ence.)—A special term of circuit court 
convened here last Monday, Hon. Gf-orge 
E. Brewer presiding, and business Is be- 
ing disposed of with surprising rapidity. 
The town is full.of litigants, witnesses 
and other interested parties, and be- 
tides the local bar the following attor- 
neys arc in attendance: J F. Osborn, 
Springviile; N. B. Spears, Eden; J. P. 
McClellan. Easonville; J. K. Dixon, Talla- 
d -ga; <>. E. Goodhue, Gadsden; Capt. \V. 
C. Ward. Ben Carter and Graves ICm- 
bty, Birmingham. 

On last night the ladies of the town 
gnve a concert at the city ho 11. The 
programme was interesting and most 
admirably executed. The exercises were 

very much enriched by a choice recita- 
tion, "Jennie McNlel,” by Miss Lee of 
Boston. Even the best judges were cap- 
tivated by her easy, graceful manner 
and most excellent elocution. 

SEVERE WINDSTORM 

Shakes Up Heflin and Scares Her Citizens. 
Personal and General. 

Heflin, July 9.—(Special Correspond- 
ence.)—Today is the flist sunny day we 
have had In more than a week. Heflin 
had a very hard wind yesterday about 4 

o'clock, but no serious damage was done. 
The storm lasted about five minutes. 
Sign-boards were splintered and many 
trees blown up by the roots. Fences 
were blown down, and some of the tall- 
est corn was badly injured. Owing to the 
many storm reports from other sections, 
the people were badly frightened. 

The board of trustees have chosen 
Professor Stevenson of Oxford for the 
coming year. Professor Stevenson is said 
to be an experienced teacher. 

A government still will be run this 
summer four miles south of Heflin, on 

the Ross plantation. 
A great many pretty young ladles are 

visiting Heflin this summer. Heflin has 
more old bachelors, according to the pop- 
ulation, than any town in the state. 

Everybody is anxious to visit their 
country friends this summer. They will 
even take advantage of back-date invi- 
tations. 

Mr. Mitchell McMurray and wife are 

entertaining right royally these days. 
They own a fine farm ten miles south of 
Heflin, which is well stocked with fruit 
of nil kinds, especially early peaches. 

The Southern Methodists have held a 
several days' meeting recently. The ser- 
vices- were conducted by Mr. Jones, the 
local pastor, ancl the Rev. Mr. Smith of 
Piedmont. Mr. Smith said a great many 
good things. 

Rev. Mr. McGehee. formerly of Ala- 
bama. but now of Wisconsin, came to 
Heflin last week and preached a very in- 
teresting sermon at the Northern Meth- 
odist church. Mr. McGehee was accom- 
panied by his wife and children. They 
came south to be at the Epworth league 
at Chattanooga, and while so near they 
came on to visit their old friends and 
their native hearth. Many were the 
pleasant handshakes and welcome greet- 
ings they met with while here. 

Some small children in Heflin have 
been afflicted with a trouble resembling 
measles. They would have hot fever 
for a few hours and then break out thick- 
ly. This would last several days. No 
serious troubles have resulted from this 
The health of the Heflin people was 
never better. 

Miss Mattie Perryman Is visiting rela- 
tives in Heflin. 

-o- 
CHILD ERSBURG. 

The Town Very Much Wrought Up Over 
the Doings of a Negro. 

Chlldersburg, July 10.—(Special Corre- 
spondence.)—Our little city was thrown 
into quite a wild scene of excitement 
last night about 8:30 o'clock, at the firing of some seven or eight shots, but upon 
investigation found that one Joe Lewis 
colored, had attempted rape upon Mrs’ 
Gray, formerly of Birmingham. The 
facts are as follows: Mr. Gray and fam- 
ily moved here from Birmingham re- 
cently, and about last Saturday Mr. 
Gray went to Birmingham to attend to 
some business, and this negro, who 
works as a section hand, found out that 
Mr. Gray was absent, went to the house 
on three occasions and tried to prize 
open the window. Mrs. Gray gave the 
alarm, and he was frightened off. 

Mrs. Gray told one of her neighbors 
of the fact, and her husband und son 
secreted themselves about the premises, 
waiting for him, and about 8:30 o'clock 
Lewis came and demanded admittance, 
whereupon this neighbor and son opened 
fire, but Lewis made good his escape. 

The whole town was soon organized 
with guns and pistols and went in search, 
but returned about 2 a. m. without the 
negro. A liberal reward will be paid for 
his apprehension. 

Seashore Cftmp Meeting.—Considerable 
interest is being manifested in the sea- 
shore camp meeting, which begins to- 
morrow on the magnificent grounds near 

Biloxi, Miss., on the shores of the beau- 
tiful Mississippi sound. Many are pre- 
paring to go, while quite a number are 

already ensconBed in their temporary 
quarters at the camp grounds. In readi- 
ness for the occasion. It is hoped and 
expected that this year’s meeting will, 
in many respects, far surpass that of any 
previous year. The fare is trifling, and 
the physical as well as the mental bene- 
fits are well worth striving for. All 
should go who can.—Mobile News. 

Good Times In Walker.—The Jasper 
Eagle sings in this maturing strain: 
“From every section of the country we 
hear welcome intelligence of great ac- 
tivity in Industrial enterprises, and the 
hituatlon of today is in pleasing contrast 
With that of last year of this date. Then 
we were In the throes of an extensive 
strike, our Industries were Idle, and our 
people to a certain extent terrorized. 
Now the mines are in active operation 
and dally receiving orders varying in size 
from a single ton to 25,000 tons and up- 
wards, and, best of all, the miners are 
contented and happy. Corona, Coal Val- 
ley and Patton, wo learn, have made a t|- 
cent advance In wages, and promise a 
still further advance in September. Our 
lumber, too, Is In widespread demand, 
and carload after carload at aur um- 

qualed long-leaf yellow pine is being 
shipped daily. Every mail brings addi- 
tional orders, and every dealer with 
whom we have conversed tells us that 
he could handily double his force and 
keep things hustling. Besides the brick 
block in course of erection on the public 
square, a half dozen residences are being 
pushed to completion, and several others 
are under contract. Carbon Hill and 
Oalcman, both of whom have suffered 
Are losses, also report great activity in 
this line. Merchants are cheerful.- and 
report satisfactory trade for the season. 
If anything languishes here, it is the pro- 
fessions. while the occupation of the poli- 
tician is gone." 

Hafley’s Murder.—The Huntsville Mer- 
cury contains the folowing supplemental 
information of the killing of the noted 
James Hafley: "Information roach d 
this city yesterday afternoon of a deadly 
combat near Mooreeville Sunday morn- 
ing between James Hafley, u prosperous 
farmer, and a tenant named Bryant. 
They quarreled about a woman and Bry- 
ant snatched Hafley's gun from him and 
fired, killing him dead. James Hafley 
was the only son of John Hailey, at one 
time a prsperous citizen of Limestone 
county and a brother to Ransom H. Hat- 
ley, who until his death was an honored 
and prosperous citizen. After the death 
of his father James Hafley went to lira 
with his uncle, who was then in his de- 
clining years. Shortly afterward the old 
gentleman died, leaving considerable 
property, a young wife and two children. 
In a short time young Hafley and his. 
aunt, the widow of his uncle, were mar- 
ried. Probably the smoothest act of 
Hafley's career was to swindle a green 
goods concern in Nc-w York out of $1800, 
which he did in 1888. He went to New 
York to examine the money, and when 
he found it was ail right paid over the 
$300 for $1800 and the green goods man 

promised to ship the money by express. 
Halley demanded the money then and 
when refusal was made he produced two 
pistols and got the cash.” 

A Leisurely Burglar.—The Tuskaloosn, 
Evening Times says: "The festive bur- 
glar Is getting in his work with disagree- 
able regularity. Last night he made a, 

raid on Perry & Waiter's establishment. 
He was most probably locked up in the 
house last night, for two doors were 
standing wide open this morning and no 
locks or bars were broken. Btith cash 
drawers were opened by the thief, but 
nothing rewarded his efforts. A few 
cents were In the cash register, but he 
couldn’t open it. A ham “came up miss- 
ing” and a iot of tobacco, also some 
chunks of cheese and some soda cracker® 
had disappeared. The crumbs of the lat- 
ter showed that the eatables had been de- 
voured on the spot. There were evi- 
dences that the liquors had been also 
sampled. A pair of shoes belonging to 
Walter Robertson, one of the clerks in the 
establishment, was found outside the 
duor filled with 'tobacco. An old pocket 
book was also in the shoes, but it failed 
to reveal any clue. The gay marauder, 
was not evidently bent on much damage 
or he was scared off very soon, for no 

shelf goods were molested at all. lie 
was principally on a tour of discovery, 
judging from the results.” 

A Peculiar Chicken—The Anniston 
Hot Blast notes the arrival in that city 
of a game chicken, whose deceptive looks 
are supposed to be his strong point; 
“There came by express this afternoon, 
‘charges collect,' to Messrs. John Pel- 
ham and George Eagle, ‘breeders of pit 
game, paymasters, etc.,’ as the directions 
read, a fine game chicken from ‘Arcadia 
ranch, near the court house, Jacksonville, 
Ala., E. G. Caldwell, proprietor. An- 
gora goats, snakes, horses, clllckens for 
the pit.’ The chicken is said to be garrm, 
but it he is his looks arc very decep- 
tive, for he is as poor and scrawny look- 
ing a member of the fowl family hr was 

ever seen in Anniston. However, his de- 
ceptive looks may be his strong point in 
a pit. The only feathers he has are a 

few on his wings and two on his head, 
all ot which have been dyed perfectly 
r d. A silken suit has been sewed onto 

him, and he presents a peculiar appear- 
ance. The box was covered wltli pedi- 
grees, directions and other information, 
some of which was to the cfiect that the 
chicken had been registered and bore tho 
number of 6195.” 

Warrior Guards May Go to Atlanta.— 
It is very probable that the Wairlor 
Guards will enter the prize drill contest 
at Atlanta during the exposition. The 

question was discussed at the meeting 
last night, but it will not be settled defin- 
itely until a week or two. The Guards 
ai"0 decided to attend the performance 
of Mr. H. Guy Woodward’s play, the 
“Little Wildcat,” on the 19th in a body. 
They will probably have a theater party, 
on that occasion.—Tuskaloosa Times. 

Alabama Potatoes In Demand.— 
Messrs. Laxson & Kelly will ship another 
car of Madison county raised Irish po- 
tatoes this week to the northern market. 
They received a telegram asking if they 
could furnish two more cars at otice as 

good as the first car they shipped. Say 
old Madison isn’t strictly in it when con- 
sidered from an agrcultural standpoint.— 
Huntsville Mercury. 

Our Beautiful Women.—The gallant 
editor of the Eutaw Mirror writes: 
“There were more handsome young wo- 

men in t6wn during the last week than 
we recollect ever seeing here before. 
There appeared to be an almost contin- 
uous procession hack and forth on our 
streets of such specimens of female 
beauty as is rarely to be seen anywhere. 
Perhaps the fact that our better half 
is absent may have added enchantment 
to the viewr, as they passed and repassed, 
before our dazzled eyes. It may be that 
the eye for beauty and charm which has 
grown on us by association with a good 
woman for nearly forty years, lias im- 

printed such a. half bllndnes to plainness 
that all women have become beautiful, 
as should be the case with all men who 
have good wives. All the same, all we 
saw were handsome and some were beau- 
tiful.” 

A Melon Story.—The Pine Belt Nows 
is responsible for the following: 'Two 
weeks ago,’ remarked a prominent melon 
grower, ‘my patch was very promising. 

rThe vines were full of young fruit from 
the size of an egg up. Today I went out 
to see if any were ripe. Lo! and behold! 
Not one was to be seen. Finally I spied 
something moving under the leaves. Up- 
on Investigation I found a portion of a 

large melon, nearly half worn out by. 
being dragged over the ground. The 
mystery was solved. Recent rains 
caused the vines to grow so rapidly that 
all the melons had met a similar fate.’ 

IT WAS FALSE. 

The Reported Burning of Crozier Mine, 
The Manager Became Scared. 

Charleston, W. Va., July 10.—The re- 

ported burning of the Crozier mines last 
night proved false. The manager be- 
came scared and asked Governor McCor- 
kle for troops, which were refused. Or- 
ders have been issued dismissing all tlia 
companies of the Second regiment, 
which were ready to move in case of disk- 
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